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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
With the exception of our Operations Manager,
KHG is completely staffed by volunteers from our
membership. Please consider volunteering to help
make our community stronger. Call the office at
310.670.5111 or submit an inquiry through our
website ‐ www.kentwoodhomeguardians.com/con
tact.
THINKING ABOUT REMODELING?
Our Architectural Committee would like to remind
you that our governing DPRs lay out certain design
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rules for remodels and other property alterations.
For all projects, a complete set of plans and
specifications must be submitted to, and approved
by, the Architectural Committee prior to starting
work.
ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH OUR GOVERNANCE
RULES?
KHG is a homeowners association dating back to
1943 when homes in our neighborhood were first
built. The association is governed by its Articles of
Incorporation and Bylaws, much like any other
non‐profit corporation. Homeowner members are
governed by our Declarations of Protective Rights
(DPRs). These DPRs are similar to CC&Rs, which
might be more familiar. Each tract in Kentwood has
its own dedicated set of DPRs, although all are
substantially identical. You can find our Operating
Rules & Policies, including the DPRs, on our website
at www.kent woodhomeguardians.com/rules.
We are also governed by the Davis‐Stirling
Common Interest Development Act, a state law
governing homeowner associations. Learn more
about Davis‐Stirling at www.Davis‐Stirling.com.
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HAVE YOU SEEN OUR UPDATED WEBSITE?
Our Outreach Committee has been busy over the
last year updating our website to make it mobile
responsive, user‐friendly and a one‐stop place to
find information about our association and to
communicate with our Board and Operations Staff.
We also post announcements, meeting agendas
and other information on our blog page. To get
these posts sent directly to your inbox, sign up at
www.kentwoodhome guardians.com/news.
CURB PAINTING – DO YOU HAVE TO PAY?
At least one curb painting service is active in the
neighborhood again. Please know that you are
under no obligation to pay for this service.
Payment is totally voluntary. It’s been reported
that the group soliciting the donations is aggressive
in their approach. Please keep an eye out for
elderly and other neighbors who might need help
dealing with these solicitors.
UPDATES FROM OUR NEIGHBORS
LMU
The 2015‐16 school year is in full swing. The start of
the school means lots of exciting events from
lectures to musical performances, art exhibits to
athletic events. There is much we look forward to
during the academic year, but we also know that
there are neighbors who experience disturbance
from some LMU students who live off‐campus.
LMU is committed to working with our neighbors
to address and resolve issues as much as possible.
We know certain student activities can escalate
from a fun time with friends to a disturbance to
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adjacent neighbors. When this happens, we
encourage neighbors to contact both LMU and
LAPD.
Please contact our DPS regarding disruptive
student behavior while the incident is taking place.
You can call DPS at 310‐338‐2893 or report the
behavior online at www.lmu.edu/reportaconcern.
Barring any unforeseen emergencies on campus, a
DPS officer will be dispatched to the scene to take
a report. This step is critical to enabling LMU to
conduct necessary follow up with the students,
which may include referral to Judicial Affairs and
possible sanctions. When reporting a complaint,
we ask that you provide your contact information
(phone number or email) so the Community
Relations office can follow up with you on the
issue.
Please also call LAPD’s non‐emergency dispatch
number at 877‐275‐5273 if the situation is not an
emergency and no one is in immediate danger
(noise complaint, public drunkenness, minor
property damage, disruptive party). LAPD has
enforcement authority to issue tickets and citations
and works closely with LMU.
We certainly hope that the upcoming school year is
one we will all enjoy. We believe strongly that
through increased communication and collabor‐
ation with our neighbors, we can truly make our
community better for everyone. If you have any
questions, feel free to contact the Community
Relations Office at 310‐338‐2759 or via email at
community@lmu.edu. Information is also available
at www.lmu.edu/community.
~ Grace Yao,
Director of Community Relations
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Westchester Streetscape Improvement Assn.
Westchester Streetscape Improvement Association
(WSIA) and the Westchester Town Center Business
Improvement District are receiving a great deal of
positive feedback on the Westchester Landscape
Entry Project. The first phase of sidewalk replace‐
ment and landscaping is substantially complete.
New trees have been planted. Walls are also being
painted to enhance the area’s attractiveness and
make an entry statement.
City Councilman Mike Bonin has provided a special
financial grant to WSIA and local realtor Stephanie
Younger, as well as several private citizens, have
donated too. WSIA is a non‐profit and depends
upon such support to meet its service costs.
Anyone desiring to support WSIA can do so at
www.WestchesterStreet scape.org. More details
about the organization's work can be found there,
as well.
~ John Ruhlen
WSIA President
WISH Charter
The WISH Charter schools are excited to continue
to be an active part of the Kentwood community.
This Fall, our elementary school began its sixth year
of operation, and third year co‐locating with Orville
Wright. WISH middle, in its second year of
operation, moved just a block away and has begun
a successful co‐location with Cowan Elementary.
Over 85% of our students come from Westchester
and we love working with the community to serve
all kids. WISH is committed to being partners with
the business, residential, and greater community.
To that end, WISH implemented a Good Driver/
Good Neighbor Protocol which has been communi‐
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cated to our staff and families, and copies have
been provided to the immediate residents and can
be found on our website at www.WishCharter.org.
To build community relations and keep kids safe,
we staff our morning and afternoon valets,
frequently do community walks to pick up trash,
place parent volunteers in the business parking lots
to remind our parents to use the valet or park on a
designated school block, and we notify our
neighbors when we have big events, such as, an
open house. In addition, we visit our neighbors at
least twice a year to ensure that we are being
responsive community partners.
WISH Schools are grateful to be located in this
community and look forward to continuing to build
relationships with our neighbors. We will be host‐
ing the First Lego League Tournament on Saturday,
November 7th, and our International Fair on Satur‐
day, November 14th, at the elementary school
campus. Please come join the festivities!
~ Vonda McNeil
Parent Volunteer
Westchester Secondary Charter School
Westchester Secondary Charter School (WSCS) is
thrilled to have a space for the next couple of years
at 8540 La Tijera Boulevard (on the corner of
Manchester), where we hope to build a long‐term
home. We have always been focused on rooting
ourselves in Westchester, and now can begin the
process of growing even deeper into the
community at our new space. We focus on
providing a rigorous curriculum, personal relation‐
ships with students, and a community‐focused
education.
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As we start our third year, we will serve over 300
students in grades 6‐11 and boast a student faculty
ratio of 14:1. We're offering not only several AP
courses to our current sophomores and juniors, but
also continue to provide a thriving elective
program that includes yoga, guitar, theatre and art.
All of these curricular offerings fulfill our vision of
creating a comprehensive liberal arts program that
is rigorous, personal and community‐focused.
WSCS is currently in the middle of our DREAM
Fundraising Campaign with a goal to raise $20,000
for the school in less than 60 days through direct
donations from the school community, local
foundations and businesses and individuals who
support public education and the school. To donate
or learn more, visit westchestercharter.org.
~ Jane Mayer
WSCS Faculty

BE SAFE – GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS
Getting to know your neighbors and organizing a
Neighborhood Watch program for your block are
invaluable tools for safety and property protection.
Not sure how to start? Consider starting with the 5
House Rule. This means reaching out the homes on
either side of you and the three directly across the
street and exchanging contact information, such as
cell phone numbers, email addresses and
information about daily routines.
You don’t have to become lifelong friends or host
dinner parties with your “5,” if that’s not your
thing. The 5 House Rule is about basic vigilance,
awareness and communication. If you’re going out
of town, let your “5” know. If you see a stranger
lurking around, send a quick text to your “5” to
alert them and to find out if they know the
suspicious person. Let’s all look out for each other,
starting with our five closest neighbors.

ATTENTION KENTWOOD MOMS
Do you know about the Moms of Westchester and
Playa del Rey Facebook Group? It’s an active, en‐
gaged group of 1700+ moms sharing tips, triumphs
and challenges. It’s a closed group, but West‐
chester and PdR moms are welcome to join. Email
tracy@living90045.com for an invite.

~ Hat Tip To Dennis Wolfe for originally sharing
the 5 House Rule with us last year

Newsletter designed & edited by
Tracy Thrower Conyers & the
crew at Living90045.com

Kentwood Home Guardians
8921 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Westchester CA 90045
310.670.5111 phone • 310.670.5859 fax
www.KentwoodHomeGuardians.com
info@kentwoodhomeguardians.com

Kentwood Home Guardians

Page 4

